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3Director’s Report 2018–2019
T  his year’s CommUNO looks at what was then the department, and later the School of Communication, from the 1960s to the current era. To the students doing the research, it must seem 
like ancient history. To me, it feels like yesterday. 
I started at the department of communication as a wide-eyed freshman 
in 1973 and returned in 1991 to finish my master’s degree. In 2004, 
when the department became a school, I had been a member of the 
faculty for four years. During all that time, I have had the opportunity 
to get to know many outstanding faculty members. In 2019, we are 
saying “goodbye” to four of the best.
Bruce Johansen, Ph.D., Holly Miller, Randy Rose, Ph.D., and Sherrie 
Wilson, Ph.D., will all have retired by May of 2019. Between them, 
they have taught in the Department or School of Communication for 
a combined 116 years. Think of the hundreds of students who have 
benefited from their wisdom, integrity and passion!
In 2018, we hired two new instructors, Amy Freshman and Allison 
Wakin. Both teach in the communication studies area. We are in the 
process of hiring five more new faculty, four tenure-track faculty and 
one instructor. They should all be in place by August 2019. It feels like 
a changing of the guard.
As always, it has been a memorable and productive year. Paige 
Toller, Ph.D., won the UNO Alumni Teaching award for excellence 
in teaching. She joins 11 of her School of Communication colleagues 
who have won this prestigious honor in past years. Chris Allen, Ph.D., 
was named an inaugural recipient of the Faculty Excellence in Global 
Engagement Award for 2019. A well-deserved honor!
Our students continue to excel. Our MavRadio and creative media 
students won multiple first place awards at the national Broadcast 
Education Association annual conference. Our 2018 MavForensics 
team placed sixth in the nation, finishing in the top 10 for the 10th year 
in a row. Our PRSSA chapter was named a national Star Chapter, placed third in the nation in the National Organ Donor Awareness Competition 
and was honored for hosting the nation’s top regional PRSSA Conference for 2018. In addition, our public relations and advertising student-run 
agency Capstone Communication, PRSSA, MavPR and Ad Club students won an unprecedented 13 awards at the regional PRSA Paper Anvil 
Awards in January 2019. Perhaps most impressively, two of the 13 awards were in the professional category rather than the student category.
From 1960 to 2018, the department and School of Communication have cultivated a culture of excellence. With the help of our faculty and 
students, we expect to continue in that tradition in the years to come.
Hugh Reilly, director of the School of Communication. Photo by Kimberly Bailey.
After nearly 100 years of communication education at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO), students, faculty and staff decided it was time to trace its history from the beginnings to the present of what is now the School of Communication. The theme “Decades of Communication” 
was born.
In the summer of 2018, just after the previous edition published, research began into what historical 
documents and photos were available. The framework for the publication then took form. In the fall 
of 2018, a core team of PR and Advertising Capstone students assembled to further plan content and 
the cover concept. All 34 Capstone I and Capstone II students worked in teams, by decade, to conduct 
interviews and write stories.
The CommUNO executive staff invited two School of Communication legends, Dr. Warren Francke 
and Dr. Hugh Cowdin, in for interviews. Their collective insights to the past set this issue on its way for 
further development. Past issues of CommUNO dating back to the 1990s garnered milestone facts, and 
Francke’s writings preserved even further back.
Continued on page 4
About this issue and cover
By Editorial Staff
School of Communication presents 
CommUNO’s 2019 edition cover.
A Letter from the Editors
Dear Readers,
We want to thank you for taking the time to read our publication. The University of 
Nebraska of Omaha truly has a rich history.
In this publication, you will read about many people and events over the last 100 
years that shaped the School of Communication into the success it is today. 
During the fall and spring semesters, our public relations and advertising capstone 
teams were fortunate to conduct interviews with numerous alumni, faculty and staff 
who shared their fond memories of the university. Students captured these remarkable 
reflections of UNO’s School of Communication through the articles you will read on 
the following pages.
As we sifted through old photographs and listened to the tales of the past, the 
memories of the faculty, 
staff and alumni came to 
life. We want to thank all 
of those who shared their 
story, submitted photos, 
wrote stories and spent 
time to contribute to the 
incredible history of our 
school and the success of 
this publication. 
We cannot wait for you to embark on a journey through time from the humble origins 
of UNO’s communication department to the robust School of Communication we 
know and cherish today. We hope this journey instills the same pride and ownership 
in our school that we felt as we pieced together parts of history to share with your 
generations and generations to come.
Ravyn Daniel, Capstone Communication director, spring 2019.
Photo by ©Linden McKay Photography.
Maria Clark
Editor-in-Chief 
fall 2018
Ravyn Daniel
Editor-in-Chief 
spring 2019
Maria Clark, Capstone Communication director, fall 2018. 
Photo by Tyler Olson.
Continued from page 3
Students Tyler Olson, Andrew Schnitker and Kelsey 
Woodson worked together to conceive the cover. They 
scoured the community for items related to communication 
from the past to the present. We thank UNO for allowing us 
to use these artifacts for the cover photo.
In the spring of 2019, a new CommUNO staff took over to 
edit, complete design and produce the publication. We’d like 
to thank the many faculty, staff and alumni members who 
gave us the retro-vision of the past and the glimpse of what 
is next.
We hope you enjoy this journey through history, but this 
magazine also represents the future. We are sure the talented 
students behind this issue will feature prominently in the 
next “Decades of Communication.” Professor Robert Reilly’s 1975 sketch of historic first department of communication meeting.
5Rich history of communication programs has 
turn-of-the-century foundation
D edicated educators and passionate students have long paved the rich history of the University of Nebraska at Omaha, founded in 1908. 
That year, the University of Omaha was a private, coeducational 
college originated by the Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
at Omaha. 
By 1930, Omaha voters approved taking over control of the 
University of Omaha — making it the first municipal university 
in the city — and moving UNO to its present location at 60th 
and Dodge Streets, according to a historical article on the 
UNO website.
Rapid growth following World War I through the 1960s led 
to the merger of Omaha’s Municipal University with the 
University of Nebraska system in July 1968. Subsequently, this 
formed the University of Nebraska at Omaha. 
Today, the School of Communication resides under the umbrella 
of the College of Communication, Fine Arts and Media.
Over 100 hundred years have passed since communication 
programs started with the early development of speech, 
theater and journalism courses. Many alumni have gone on to 
illustrious careers and have given back with scholarships and 
time mentoring students. Still other alumni have returned as faculty to teach in the School of Communication undergraduate and 
graduate programs.
Early higher education speech programs emerged after the turn of the century from English departments in order to facilitate 
instruction in practical skills, according to “Teaching Communication: Theory, Research, and Methods” by Anita L. Vangelisti, 
John A. Daly and Gustav W. Friedrich. In the beginning, the focus was on skills of public discourse leading to courses in oratory, 
rhetoric, extemporaneous speaking, debate and drama. Today, the field of communication is much broader and diverse, and it 
continues to evolve with technology and new applications.
W. Gilbert James arrived in 1919 as dean and headed the speech department from the 1930s to the 1940s, according to a School of 
Communication history written by UNO Professor Emeritus Warren Francke, Ph.D.
In 1920, Mrs. Harold Jolley was the professor of journalism. Francke wrote, “The 
group, called Yellow Dog chapter, organized to enable members to succeed in the 
newspaper ‘game.’” 
Dean James formed a new debate group in 1921 and made the first debate trip to 
Tarkio College in Iowa, according to Francke’s writings. Today, the School of 
Communication’s MavForensics travels nationally and is consistently a top-
ranked team.
The long list of early leaders helped build an established institution with creativity 
and firm resolution.
In a special edition of the CommUNO, a “visionary” proposal surfaced in 1972, 
according to a 2004 article written by Deborah Smith-Howell, Ph.D., associate vice chancellor, Academic Affairs and dean of 
Graduate Studies. This proposal written by Hugh Cowdin, Ph.D., and Jack Brilhart, Ph.D., requested the merger of the departments 
of journalism and speech. By 1975, the idea of the merger eventually produced the Department of Communication.
Smith-Howell wrote that this process also served as the foundation for the expansion of the graduate program.
After years of growth and development, the restructuring of the department into a School of Communication was approved March 
10, 2004.
Continued on page 6
By Maria Clark, Ryan McNeil and Christian Rush
1920s Yellow Dog chapter, the UNO journalism group focused on helping equip students 
for newspaper success, poses for a photo. Photo courtesy of University Communications.
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 “The group called 
Yellow Dog chapter, 
organized to enable 
members to succeed in 
the newspaper ‘game.’” 
- Warren Francke, Ph.D.
Two leaders with a vision
Over the years, many leaders have impacted the School of 
Communication including Professor Emeritus, Hugh Cowdin, who 
made great strides in the 1970s and 1980s. 
From the beginning of his journalism career as the editor of his high 
school newspaper to eventually becoming the chair of the department 
of communication at UNO, Cowdin says he fulfilled his love for 
teaching and journalism. 
“I’m most proud of the broad work done by our faculty throughout the 
years, both academically 
and through research,” 
Cowdin says.
 
Starting with a staff of 
two in 1968, Cowdin 
played a significant role in 
developing the department 
of communication into the 
success it is today. Sharing 
a passion in education, 
Professor Emeritus, Warren 
Francke also helped pave 
the way for the creation of 
the department 
of communication.
 
During his time at UNO, Francke says he was not a typical student, 
working his way through college as a journalist. 
“I had a kind of independence usually at that age and as a journalist 
you don’t quite have,” Francke says.
Throughout his college years, he worked at several newspapers 
in the Omaha metropolitan area, such as the Council Bluffs 
newspaper, The 
Daily Nonpareil.
Francke received his 
bachelor’s degree in 
journalism and his 
master’s degree in 
literature from UNO. 
After that, he attended 
the University of 
Minnesota where he 
received his Ph.D. 
 
“I went up to the 
University of 
Minnesota to get my 
Ph.D. and stayed here 
and lived happily ever after at UNO for 35 years teaching,” 
Francke says.
 
Both Cowdin and Francke have been recognized for their 
tremendous efforts. Francke received an Excellence in Teaching 
Award in 1988, and Cowdin was honored with the School of 
Communication’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2014.
“I’m most proud 
of the broad work 
done by our faculty 
throughout the years, 
both academically 
and through 
research.”
- Hugh Cowdin, Ph.D.
Hugh Cowdin, Ph.D., poses for a photo in 1986. Photo courtesy of School of Communication.
Warren Francke, Ph.D., instructs a classroom in 1986. Photo courtesy of School of Communication.
“I went up to the 
University of Minnesota 
to get my Ph.D. and 
stayed here and lived 
happily ever after 
at UNO for 35 years 
teaching.”
- Warren Francke, Ph.D.
Continued from page 5
7UNO throughout the years: 1960s
1962 Dennis Fus accepts a speech faculty position.
1963 Duane Aschenbrenner comes to UNO as debate 
coach and forensics director. He also helps develop the first 
National College Debate Workshop (1968) to prepare students for 
competition in intercollegiate debate resolution. 
1965 Warren Francke, Ph.D., is appointed as an instructor. 
Jack Brilhart, Ph.D. joins UNO as associate professor of speech and 
is credited, along with Hugh Cowdin, Ph.D., with forming the UNO 
Department of Communication by combining the department of 
speech and the department of journalism in 1975.
1968 Omaha University merges with the state system, and 
becomes UNO. Cowdin joins UNO as the journalism 
department chair.
1965 KYNE-TV, headed by Paul Borge, begins broadcasting in 
fall. journalism department in Arts & Sciences as Applied Arts ends.
1967 The journalism department moves from the old College of 
Applied Arts to the College of Arts & Sciences.
Photo courtesy of University Communications.
1960s 1970s 1980s
1960s
Communication graduate contributes many firsts 
R udy Smith has celebrated many monumental firsts in his life. One of them is being the first black graduate of the 
communication program at the University of Nebraska at Omaha 
in 1969. 
In addition, Smith was the first black reporter for the Omaha World-
Herald. His stories and photography helped open new doors for 
Omaha minorities. 
“It was something I was destined to do and I never looked back,” 
Smith says.
Throughout Smith’s career at the World-Herald, he was a valued 
resource to the black community. 
“I showed the community that North Omaha was vibrant and alive– 
that we were all more similar than different,” Smith says.
Smith retired in 2008. Currently, he is working on an autobiographical 
book that tells about the black experience. 
The book will offer a fresh look on Smith’s life and include many 
photographs the public has never seen. It will detail his life, exposure 
to culture and how he fought to make a difference in Omaha. Smith 
received the School of Communication’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2008. 
He has documented some of Omaha’s most historic moments, 
including images of Omaha’s race riots during the 1960s, according 
to an article that appeared in CommUNO. In addition, his photos of 
Robert Kennedy’s presidential campaign stops in North Omaha are 
found in public displays and documentaries.
By Brandon Cumpton
Mike Moran impacts U.S. Olympic Committee 
through public relations work
By Annika Clinton
University of Nebraska at Omaha alumnus Mike Moran’s public relations career has been extraordinary. From directing the U.S. Olympic Committee’s media and public relations to serving two terms as a member of the International Olympic 
Committee’s Press Commission, Moran has been on the front line for some of the greatest triumphs and controversies in U.S. Olympic history.
   Moran received a Bachelor of Science in Journalism with a 
   minor in broadcasting from UNO in 1966. He served as the senior
   communications director for the U.S. Olympic Committee from
   1979 to 2004. He was the 2011  School of Communication Lifetime
   Achievement Award honoree.
   Moran says he owes his career path to a love for athletics and the
   excitement of the Olympic Games. 
   “There’s something in those athletes’ DNA that I hadn’t experienced 
   in college sports,” Moran says. “The drama of the games just became
   absolutely addictive to me.”
   Moran also worked in public relations and crisis management for
   events from “The Miracle on Ice” to the Tonya Harding and Nancy 
   Kerrigan ordeal during the 1994 Olympics. 
Mike Moran serves as senior media consultant for the Colorado Springs Sports Corporation and 
promotes area sports entities including the U.S. Olympic Committee. Photo submitted.
Rudy Smith captures a photo with his camera. Photo courtesy of Chris Machian, UNO alumnus and 
Omaha World-Herald photographer.
1960s 1970s 1980s
“The whole experience at Omaha U through journalism opened the 
door for me,” Moran says. “I’m very indebted to my alma mater.”
9Dennis Fus (second row, first from left) poses for a picture with speech department professors (first row) Edwin L. Clark, professor of speech; Elizabeth Hill, associate professor of speech; Aldrich K. 
Paul, associate professor of speech; Paul Borge, instructor of speech; Donald Woods, professor of speech. Other members of the department are (second row, second from the left) Harrold Bush, assistant 
professor of speech and Warren Gore, instructor of speech. Photo courtesy of University Communications.
Dennis Fus recollects his time as a speech professor
By Laura Sorensen and Juli Oberlander
When Dennis Fus, Ph.D. started teaching speech at Omaha University in 1962, he says campus culture   was special.
“Since it was a small institution, professors from various 
disciplines knew one another and interacted socially,” Fus says. 
“We were a supportive, congenial collection of OU employees.”
During that time, Fus participated in a faculty-staff bowling 
league and a monthly poker group. Campus departments were 
small. The speech and theater department consisted of just 
seven full-time faculty, and work-study students answered the 
phone because the department lacked administrative assistance.
Fus says Omaha University received little community support 
until 1968. That year, Omaha University officially became 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha after a merger with the 
University of Nebraska system.
  
After the merger, Fus says UNO “began to grow up.” Despite 
receiving offers to teach at other universities, Fus never 
regretted his decision to stay at UNO. 
“Life is a gift, and I feel privileged to have spent 44 1/2 years 
as a professor at OU/UNO,” Fus says. “Am I proud to have been 
part of what is now the UNO School of Communication? You 
can bet your Husker football tickets I am.”
1990s 2000s 2010s
An aerial view of UNO when Dennis Fus taught in the 1960s. Photo courtesy of 
University Communications.
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UNO throughout the years: 1970s
1970 Former advertising agency executive, Mary Williamson, 
Ph.D., starts in the department of speech and mass communication. 
She later develops Creative Advertising, Advanced Creative 
Advertising, Introduction to Mass Communication and 
broadcasting courses.
1972 Professor Robert Reilly joins the faculty.
1973  Dramatic Arts leaves Speech for School of Fine Arts. 
By the mid-1970s, it is clear that growth in journalism and 
speech required a new structure. 
Hugh Cowdin, Ph.D., emerges as a visionary leader able to 
articulate the department’s strategic mission of academic 
excellence by providing professional education within a liberal arts 
context. The result is a rapid growth in students, the hiring of new 
faculty, the emergence of an exciting graduate program and a goal 
of someday becoming the school of communication.
1979 Warren Francke, Ph.D., becomes a full professor.
1975 Speech and Journalism merge into the Communication 
Department headed by Cowdin. Cowdin raises idea of School 
of Communication.
1977 Carlson joins UNO.
Under Cowdin, and later Robert Carlson, Ph.D., the faculty begins 
to develop a creative interdisciplinary character, which places 
the department in a unique position to help lead the campus in 
its movement from commuter campus toward a metropolitan 
university. Communication faculty members assume leadership 
roles on the Faculty Senate, the Graduate Council, the Academic 
Planning Council, the University Committee on Research and the 
University Committee on the Advancement of Teaching.
Photo courtesy of University Communications.
1960s 1970s 1980s
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from 2004 to 2007 and the chair of the 
art and art history department from 2008 
to 2014. 
When Carlson first arrived in the 1970s, 
UNO was a commuter campus with an 
older student body. Carlson says he noted 
a major shift in culture at UNO and 
attributes the biggest changes to three 
factors: the formation of the Peter Kiewit 
Institute, the addition of on-campus 
housing and Division I hockey. 
Carlson says UNO has transformed into 
a “traditional” school and has become 
more research-oriented over time. 
“The addition of the residence halls 
changed the culture of UNO,” Carlson 
says, “and the addition of Division I 
hockey has given us a national presence.” 
UNO transitions from commuter 
campus to traditional university
By Will Gustafson
After obtaining his Ph.D. in organizational communication from Purdue University, Dr. 
Robert Carlson started his career at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha in 1977.
When he first came to UNO, Carlson says 
he was not sure how well Omaha would 
suit him. However, he quickly changed 
his mind after seeing the way UNO 
was run. 
“The faculty functioned like a tight-knit 
community and was student-oriented,” 
Carlson says. “It seemed like the right fit 
for me.”
In 1984, Carlson became the director of 
the Communication Department, a title 
he held until 1989. The Communication 
Department became the School of 
Communication in 2004. Carlson served 
as the assistant director of the department 
Fey credits UNO for his 
career success
By Claire Bromm
D uring his time at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO), John Fey took advantage 
of the opportunity to get involved                     
in journalism. 
At UNO, Fey worked as a reporter for 
the student newspaper, The Gateway. 
Fey eventually became the sports editor 
and summer editor for the publication. 
Years later, Fey says he considers his co-
workers at The Gateway as 
lifelong friends. 
After he graduated with his Bachelor of 
Science in communication in 1977, Fey 
received his dream job at the Omaha 
World-Herald in 1988. Fey worked as 
a World-Herald sports reporter until he 
became the copy editor of the sports 
section. He then moved to the living 
department before he returned to sports 
to cover the Omaha Beef indoor 
football team. 
In 2008, Fey was laid off by the paper. 
He then decided to work for Peak 
Performance as a sales associate. Fey 
says he considers himself “fully retired” 
now that he and his wife, Shirley, have a 
new home in Plattsmouth’s Bay Hills. 
“We like the slower pace here—not a 
stoplight within miles—and the folks 
here are very friendly,” Fey says. “We’re 
looking to do more traveling, and I’m 
enjoying more rounds of golf than 
ever before.”
Fey says he is grateful for the education 
he received at UNO.
Fey says: “I owe my UNO education, 
which included working on The Gateway 
and my experience as a part-timer in 
the World-Herald sports department for 
achieving my life goal of working for 
the paper.”
Robert Carlson, Ph.D., now retired, served as a UNO faculty member 
beginning in 1977.  Photo submitted.
John Fey poses in front of a television in the 1970s. Photo submitted.
1990s 2000s 2010s
1970s
Reilly reflects on UNO 
in the 1970s
By Abbie Perry
It’s hard to imagine what the University of Nebraska at Omaha looked like when Hugh 
Reilly, director of UNO’s School of 
Communication, started taking classes 
in 1973.
In 1973, the Milo Bail Student Center 
had a bowling alley, and Eppley 
Administration was where the Criss 
Library is now. 
At the time, Reilly says, the average 
age of students was 26, and the campus 
lacked dorms. The end of the Vietnam 
War brought more veterans to campus. 
Reilly began his academic career 
as a history major but quickly 
turned to journalism after a friend’s 
recommendation. President Richard 
Nixon was impeached in 1974, which led 
to a surge of journalism majors. Reilly 
says people thought it was “the cool 
thing to do.”
UNO experienced growing pride in the 
1970s. Reilly says his professors were 
tremendous, and he took a few classes 
from his dad, Professor Bob Reilly. The 
younger Reilly enrolled in Irish literature 
and advertising classes that his dad 
taught, and says he enjoyed those 
classes greatly. 
When Reilly returned in the 1990s to 
pursue his master’s degree, he noticed 
UNO’s culture had changed. He found 
UNO students had more pride than in 
the ‘70s. UNO was a better school in the 
1970s than it received credit for, he says, 
and is even better now.
it’s one of my highest priorities to do 
whatever I can to make sure that students 
have access to those opportunities to 
enhance their skills in a real-
world setting.”
Weber graduated from UNO with a 
Bachelor of Science in journalism in 
1976. In 1991, she received her Master of 
Arts in communication from UNO. Now, 
she continues UNO’s legacy of passionate, 
successful professors who can offer 
experienced advice to students. 
“Be a lifelong learner,” Weber says. 
“Remain curious and care about what’s 
going on in the world.”
Weber promotes community service in 
her classes through service-
learning projects.
“Be a contributing member to your 
community because of the added 
perspective you will gain,” she says.
Weber urges students to pursue community 
involvement to boost future careers
By Kathryn Carnes
During the 1970s, School of Communication lecturer Karen Weber says students received 
quality instruction from professors at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha. 
“Having access to professors who were 
not only strong in their academics, but 
also very successful in professional 
practices was a great resource for the 
students studying in the journalism area,” 
Weber says.
Weber, faculty adviser for UNO’s 
student-run firm MaverickPR and student 
organization PRSSA, uses the values she 
learned to serve students as an academic 
adviser and chair of the School of 
Communication Scholarship Committee.
“Having opportunities to learn from 
professors who really cared about 
success and offered opportunities to gain 
experience outside of the classroom was 
something I needed as a student,”
Weber says. “Now as faculty here myself, 
Hugh Reilly has served as the School of Communication director since 2013.
Photo by Kathryn Carnes.
Karen Weber serves the School of Communication as chair of the 
scholarship committee and faculty adviser of MavPR and PRSSA. 
Photo by Kathryn Carnes.
1970s
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University system merger sparks widespread growth 
for Omaha in 1970s
Students walk to class in the 1970s. Photo courtesy of University Communications. 
The view on March 11, 2019 is much different than that of the 1970s.  Photo by Kathryn Carnes. 
The view of Dodge campus today (bottom photo) looks very different than it did in the 1970s (top photo). With the new University of Nebraska System—the University of Nebraska at Omaha, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the University of Nebraska Medical Center—UNO had the funds to grow its curriculum to better educate students, according to “A History of the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha 1908-1983” by Tommy R. Thompson. 
With the new curriculum and a surge in enrollment, the school grew. From 1971 through the end of the 1970s, the Strauss Performing Arts Center, 
College of Business Administration, Kayser Hall, Dr. CC and Mabel L. Criss Library and the School of Health and Kinesiology buildings were 
added to campus.
By Abby Lehmer
UNO throughout the years: 1980s
1981 The Alumni Association officially dedicates the William H. 
Thompson Alumni House on Sept. 1, 1981. Alumni provide $560,000 
for the purchase, remodeling and a maintenance endowment for the 
5,000-square-foot home. A crowd of more than 400 major donors 
attend the event.
The use of fax machines in business increases from 300,000 to four 
million worldwide between 1983 and 1989.
1989 Carlson returns to full-time teaching and Cowdin returns 
to the chair position. Deborah Smith-Howell, Ph.D., arrives at UNO 
as an associate professor and member of the Graduate Faculty and 
spearheads Speech 1110 – Public Speaking Fundamentals.
1988 Michael Hilt, Ph.D., joins UNO and will later serve as dean 
of the College of Communication, Fine Arts and Media.
In the 1980s, car phones are more popular than the “brick” 
mobile phones. Car phones receive a better signal because they 
connect to the car’s battery and landline telephone towers. 
1984 After 16 years as chair of the journalism and 
communication departments, Hugh Cowdin, Ph.D., steps down as 
chair to teach full time and Robert Carlson, Ph.D., assumes
the chairmanship.
1983 Sony releases the first consumer camcorder. 
Because of its design, the camcorder still has to be placed on the 
operator’s shoulder.
1982 Commercial CDs launch. The first song on the first CD 
released is “The Visitors” by ABBA.
Photo courtesy of University Communications.
1960s 1970s 1980s
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School of Communication remembers Mary Williamson
By Juli Oberlander and Kim Cushing 
Mary Williamson made a tremendous impact on the School of Communication as a dean, Faculty Senate president, adviser and professor.
From 1969 to 2004, Williamson served the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha in a variety of roles, including communications professor, 
interim dean of the College of Fine Arts, interim University Relations 
director and consultant for the Nebraska Business Development Center, 
according to the UNO Women’s Archive Project. For the communication 
department, Williamson taught Speech 101, Introduction to Mass 
Communication, Television Production and Radio Production.
Williamson’s legacy took shape from a young age. Mary Ellen 
Williamson was born on April 24, 1924, in Kansas City, Missouri as 
the only child of Elmer C. Williamson and Ruth Peterman Williamson. 
During World War II, Williamson served as a Women Air Force service 
pilot, according to the UNO Women’s Archive Project. 
The WASPs, according to the UNO Women’s Archive Project, were 
disbanded in 1944. Williamson began working in advertising and 
broadcast production in Kansas City, Missouri; Washington D.C.; 
St. Louis, Missouri; and Omaha. Her work brought her to UNO as a 
communication professor and later the executive assistant to Chancellor 
Del Weber from 1981 to 1986.
Williamson paved the way for women’s advancement at UNO. In 
reference to her chancellor’s office position and the promotion of other 
women at the university, Williamson told The Gateway in 1981, “It’s 
certainly an improvement. It puts us out in front of other campuses.”
Later, Williamson was appointed interim dean for the College of Fine 
Arts and then the interim University Relations director, making her 
responsible for UNO’s public 
outreach, according to 
the project.
Jeremy Lipschultz, School of 
Communication professor, says 
Williamson had a profound 
influence on the 
Communication Department.
“Dr. Williamson was the first 
woman in the department to 
have a Ph.D., and she conducted 
important interdisciplinary work,” Lipschultz says. “Her broadcast 
regulation and commercial broadcasting courses taught critical thinking 
about the industry.”
Lipschultz also considers her one of his mentors.
“After her retirement, Dr. Williamson frequently called me to share her 
ideas, as well as her strong community network,” Lipschultz says. “She 
helped me understand that our work in the classroom has 
long-term importance.”
For her service to her country, Williamson was awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal in 2010. Williamson died on Dec. 3, 2012.
Mary Williamson, Ph.D., retired UNO faculty, attends an event in April 2005.
Photo courtesy of the School of Communication.“She helped me 
understand that 
our work in the 
classroom has long-
term importance.”
- Jeremy Lipschultz
1990s 2000s 2010s
Please let us know of any alumni or faculty 
from our School of Communication family who 
have passed away:
School of Communication
University of Nebraska at Omaha
6001 Dodge Street
Arts and Sciences Hall 107
Omaha, NE 68182-0112. 
Or email to: 
mthies@unomaha.edu
1980s
1980s
Dwyer empowers anxious 
speakers through Speech Center
By Adam Abou-Nasr 
Karen Kangas Dwyer, Ph.D., Public Speaking Fundamentals course director and Speech 
Center administrator, came to the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha as a 
speech graduate teaching assistant in 
1987 and saw fear in her students.
“The students had so much anxiety about 
giving a speech,” Dwyer says. “I noticed 
it right away. I noticed it in every class 
I had. ”
Speech anxiety became the subject of 
Dwyer’s dissertation, articles and books. 
With Dwyer’s research, the Speech 
Center offers more than topic selection 
and library database help.
“I developed this multi-dimensional 
model where people figure out where the 
source of their anxiety is,” she says. “We 
teach techniques that relate to the sources 
of the anxiety.”
Dwyer’s Public Speaking Fundamentals 
course received the 2010 National 
Communication Association Outstanding 
Basic Program Award for the top General 
Education Program in the nation. Each 
year, the course has its 2,500 students 
watch recordings of their speeches to 
identify anxiety “BASICS”: Behavior, 
Affect, Sensations, Imagery, Cognition 
and Stress. 
Some students need a bit of extra help, 
Dwyer says, but not before a little 
extra hope.
“That’s the first thing we have to assure 
students: You can overcome your speech 
anxiety,” she says.
Karen Dwyer, Ph.D., teaches Public Speaking Fundamentals at UNO.
Photo submitted.
1960s 1970s 1980s
The Speech Center today is staffed by School of Communication faculty and graduate teaching assistants and serves the entire university. Photo courtesy of University Communications.
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By Adam Abou-Nasr
David Thoreson, self-proclaimed “small-town Iowa boy,” saw the end of the world.
Thoreson traveled right after his graduation 
from the University of Nebraska at Omaha, 
where he bounced around before leaving 
with a psychology degree. 
Today’s School of Communication courses at the University of Nebraska at Omaha 
incorporate social media strategy 
and video production alongside                              
long-standing principles. 
In the 1980s, digital production wasn’t 
a consideration.
“There was no such thing as digital at the 
time,” says Tim McNeil, UNO alumnus. 
“There was more emphasis on accuracy 
rather than immediacy. The new news 
value is just to be first.”
McNeil graduated from UNO in 1985 with 
He abandoned his goals of graduate school. 
The camera called. The sea called.
“UNO made it easy to take many liberal 
arts classes to explore my varied interests,” 
Thoreson says. “This rounded background 
contributed greatly to a general knowledge 
of many subjects so that I could ‘plug in’ and 
apply myself to any work project that has 
come my way.”
Fate introduced Thoreson to Roger Swanson, 
“a southern Minnesota hog farmer” with 
100,000 nautical miles to his name, Thoreson 
says. The two sailed the world together, 
Thoreson documenting their travels. 
Swanson, who was 75 in 2007, wanted his 
last voyage to be something special: the 
Northwest Passage.
“The Northwest Passage is one of the ‘Mount 
Everest’ accomplishments of sailing,” 
Thoreson says. “More people summit Mount 
Everest each year than have sailed the 
Northwest Passage in history.”
The two were no strangers to frozen seas; 
they had sailed below the Antarctic Circle 
and across the Arctic Circle. In 1994, their 
ship was trapped by ice for two weeks during 
their first attempt at the Northwest Passage. 
But all that experience could not prepare 
UNO graduate sails the seas, fights climate change
School of Communication 
evolves from print to digital age
By Kim Cushing
a bachelor’s degree in communication 
when classes were broadcast-and print-
heavy, he says. He spent much of his time 
as a sports reporter for The Gateway.
Although Arts and Sciences Hall where 
he took his classes hasn’t changed much, 
he says the switch to digital is evident. He 
watched the switch as his son, fall 2018 
graduate Ryan McNeil, earned the 
same degree. 
“[My professors] taught me a lot about 
how digital is the present and not the 
future,” Ryan McNeil says. “We are well 
into a digital age: it’s not around 
the corner.”
them for what they saw on their 
second attempt.
“There was absolutely no ice,” Thoreson says. 
“We were utterly shocked at what we 
were witnessing.”
Thoreson sailed past where he had spent two 
weeks stranded; 40 percent of the ice at the 
North Pole had melted. The crew became the 
first Americans to ever cross the Northwest 
Passage, a personal triumph paired with a 
troubling global discovery.
“I knew about halfway through the voyage 
that I was becoming an eye-witness to a 
new era of fast-paced and human-influenced 
climate change,” Thoreson says. “The Arctic 
was ground zero, and I was there.”
His blog ran in The Wall Street Journal 
and shocked the world. In 2009, he took a 
bigger research ship across the Northwest 
Passage from the west. Thoreson is the only 
American who has sailed the Northwest 
Passage both ways.
“Who would have thought a small-town boy 
from Iowa with a liberal arts education 
from UNO would go out and make a big 
discovery exploring the world’s oceans?” 
Thoreson says.
UNO graduate David Thoreson is the only American to sail the 
Northwest Passage both ways. Photo submitted.
Deacon Tim McNeil serves as chancellor of the Omaha Archdiocese 
and graduated from UNO in 1985 with a bachelor’s degree in 
communication. He was a 1993 Alumni Achievement honoree. 
Photo submitted.
1960s 1970s 1980s
By Emma Steeve
Rose reminisces about time at 
UNO from pipes to typewriters
T he meeting rooms were “filled with smoke from pipes and cigars,” says Randy Rose, Ph.D., 
about the School of Communication 
when he was hired in 1986.
The smoke-heavy rooms were not the 
only difference between now and the 
1980s. 
Rose, now retired, recalls people 
referring to the university at that 
time as “West Dodge High” because 
UNO’s identity wasn’t established. 
He remembers the secretaries used 
electric typewriters, the School of 
Communication didn’t have school 
status and athletics were Division II. 
During the 1980s, Arts and Sciences Hall 
didn’t have enough classrooms. With 
limited space, Rose says the School of 
Communication had to improvise. 
“Public speaking classes were held 
in Quonset-like huts,” Rose says. The 
classes were taught outside during 
that time.
Since then, UNO has experienced many 
changes. Aside from the smoke-free 
campus and shift from typewriters to 
laptops, the university offers classes that 
promote diversity and seat more students.
Despite the changes, one aspect of UNO 
has remained the same for Rose: 
the community.
Rose says the highlight of his time in 
the School of Communication has been 
the support of other faculty and the 
collegiality in the department.
“The support from one another has 
remained consistent since the 1980s,” 
Rose says. 
Public speaking classes were held in temporary buildings in the 1980s. 
Photo courtesy of University Communications.
1980s
By Editorial Staff
A new era, but it’s still Pepsi at UNO
It was the summer of 1984 that Marshall Prisbell, Ph.D., then 29 years old and an assistant professor, arrived to prepare for 
the fall semester of teaching at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha.
His first semester saw him teaching public 
speaking fundamentals at the Peter Kiewit 
Institute when it was in downtown Omaha.
He remembers the old “army barracks” used for 
classrooms and he says there were parking woes 
even back then.
An issue that rarely leaves the topic of discussion 
among students, faculty and staff is parking. 
“There was no parking garage; it was just dirt 
parking,” he says.
Prisbell, a full-time professor, has served on 
numerous committees and was a recipient of the 
School of Communication Alumni 
Teaching Award. 
Over the years, he says he has seen the 
development of a new era in the School 
of Communication, as what he calls, 
“professional scholars” or non-tenured 
faculty were brought in to teach public 
relations, advertising and broadcasting.
These faculty, he says, “bridge the gap 
Associate professor Randy Rose (left) and professor Marshall Prisbell (right) began teaching at UNO in the 1980s. Prisbell says 
the photo reminds him of “Starsky and Hutch.” Photo submitted.
between the professional world and the 
academic world.”
Some things never change though. Just like 
the ad wars of today with the great Coke or 
Pepsi question, Prisbell says, “We still have 
Pepsi at UNO; it’s always been Pepsi.”
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UNO throughout the years: 1990s
1996 Deb Smith-Howell, Ph.D., is named communication 
department chair. Smith-Howell plays a central role in establishing 
strategic planning on the UNO campus. In the department, 
enrollment continued to skyrocket. 
The department receives an endowed scholarship fund given by 
alumnus Virginia McIntire, Ph.D., for up to six $1,500 scholarships 
for journalism students.
1997 UNO Advertising Club forms, joining other student 
organizations: PRSSA, the Society of Professional Journalists and 
American Society of Training and Development.
The Speech Center’s Basic Course room helps students enrolled in 
the UNO public speaking courses.
1993 Hugh Cowdin, Ph.D., is professor and chairperson for 
the communication department. Alumni and community leaders 
spearhead a fundraising drive to equip the Writing Lab with 18 new 
computers for the start of the academic year. Enrollment figures 
show 239 in journalism (68 in the news editorial/print journalism 
sequence and 171 in the public relations/advertising sequence); 
149 in broadcasting and 114 in speech communication (including 
84 in the organizational communication sequence, 28 in the 
speech communication sequence and two in the new interpersonal 
communication sequence).
1994 The first Minority Workshop has 25 attendees 
representing six high schools in the Omaha metro.
1995 After the fall semester, Cowdin retires. Jeremy Lipschultz, 
Ph.D., is named the new chair of the graduate program, taking over 
duties from Warren Francke, Ph.D., with a goal of computerizing 
student records to better manage the data.
Forty-three alumni and former Gateway staff members work at the 
Omaha World-Herald in reporters and editors, sports, photography, 
art, advertising, editorial, sales promotion and public affairs 
and management.
Otto Bauer, Ph.D., joins the communication department and teaches 
Argumentation and Debate, Small Group Communication and 
other courses.
Chris W. Allen, Ph.D., Karen K. Dwyer, Ph.D., and Sherrie L. Wilson, 
Ph.D., join the communication department. 
1998 Reinstatement of a student-run campus radio station, KBUL, 
is led by Chris Allen, Ph.D.
1999 the first residence halls at UNO, University Village, open 
with 576 beds.
Photo courtesy of University Communications.
1990s 2000s 2010s
1990 The Robert Reilly Professorship is created and named for 
retiring and now Emeritus Professor Robert Reilly, who taught at 
UNO for 15 years. Michael Sherer, Ph.D., is the first to receive 
the professorship.
1990s
School of Communication receives 
updates from the 1990s to present
By Ravyn Daniel
Technical information doubles every two years, according to Orleans Marketing Group. For 
students pursuing a four-year college 
degree, 50 percent of technology they 
learn in their freshman year of study will 
be outdated by their junior year.
In the 1990s, the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha School of Communication did 
not have updated technology.
In fact, when Deborah Smith-Howell, 
Ph.D., now academic affairs associate 
vice chancellor and dean of graduate 
studies, arrived at UNO in 1989, the 
School of Communication was a small 
department with little funding for 
new equipment.
“It was dying,” Smith-Howell says. “I 
was like, ‘I don’t know how we’re going 
to offer the basic news writing and 
reporting courses come fall’ because 
we had this clunky, old equipment from 
probably the mid ‘80s.” 
Alumnus Carl Schreiner gave UNO 
funding for technological development 
in the late 1990s. The department 
strategically used this funding to buy 
Julie Holmes calls UNO campus home
By Jordan York
Julie Holmes may travel the world, but her home is in the heartland.
In the 1990s, Holmes, then McKnight, 
was on the UNO speech team as an 
undergraduate and coached it as a 
graduate student. She says she still 
keeps in touch with retired professor and 
speech coach Paula Hazelrigg.
“[Hazelrigg] was the best champion that 
you could ever have,” Holmes says. “She 
just believed in everybody.”
Although UNO was a commuter school 
at that time, Holmes remembers the sense 
of community. Everyone wanted to be 
involved, she says. The speech team even 
transformed a basement room in Arts and 
Sciences Hall to spend time together.
“At a time when there were no dorms or 
anything, that was amazing to have a 
hangout place as a group,” Holmes says.
Holmes now travels the world as a 
keynote speaker. She says she carries 
what she learned at UNO with her.
“Even throughout my whole career 
in software and technology, I was 
presenting to groups,” Holmes says. 
“I was telling them how to create 
compelling messages, how to influence 
people, which comes back to my classes 
in persuasion, my classes in rhetoric. 
“All of these great things that I learned 
all still applied in every aspect that 
I did.”
new equipment and renovate the building 
to create two writing labs.
“It was fairly horrific from 1999 to 
2001,” Smith-Howell says. “But that was 
a great thing because we were able to get 
the space for the Speech Center.”
Today, the School of Communication has 
two labs in the Arts and Sciences Hall 
and a Speech Center, all equipped with 
new Mac computers. The school also has 
a broadcasting media room located in the 
College of Public Affairs & Community 
Service (CPACS) building. 
Smith-Howell taught Introduction 
to Mass Communication in the large 
auditorium in CPACS and says she 
remembers the difference in technology.
“I couldn’t even have a wireless mic,” 
Smith-Howell says. “I had this mic with 
cords and had to run up [the steps] to 
have [students] talk. I actually tried to 
buy this technology so we 
could communicate.”
Jeremy Harris Lipschultz, Ph.D., an 
Isaacson professor in the UNO Social 
Media Lab, says most classrooms today 
have technology. 
“Virtually no classes had it in 1989,” he says.
Now, many classrooms have a ceiling-mounted 
projector and wireless microphones. 
“I only had overhead projectors and VHS in that 
room,” Smith-Howell says. “I laugh that I want to 
teach one time in that room with all that 
cool technology.”
Julie Holmes travels the world as a keynote speaker but considers UNO home.  
Photo submitted.
Deborah Smith-Howell, Ph.D., is associate vice chancellor for 
Academic Affairs and dean for Graduate Studies. Photo submitted.
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By Sarah Elfering
R obert Reilly died before he could see his son Hugh receive the Professor Robert Reilly award, but 
Hugh Reilly says he knows his father is 
proud of his accomplishments.
The University of Nebraska at Omaha first 
offered the Professor Robert Reilly Award 
in 1990 shortly after Reilly retired. Reilly 
taught communication classes at UNO from 
1972 to 1987. 
In 2014, his son won the award, which is 
offered to communication professors who 
exhibit superb writing skills. It is awarded 
every three years with the option to renew 
for another three years. 
 
“This award is meaningful,” Reilly’s son 
says, because it is in his father’s name.
For the past five years, Hugh Reilly has 
held the award in honor of his father. Past 
recipients of the Robert Reilly Award are: 
Mike Sherer, Ph.D., (1990-1995), Bruce 
Johansen, Ph.D., (1996-2001), Jeremy 
Lipschultz, Ph.D., (2002-2007) and Karen 
Dwyer, Ph.D., (2008-2013).
As the director of the School of 
Communication, Hugh Reilly continues 
to lead the program as well as teach 
advertising, public relations and journalism 
classes. He has also led many summer trips 
to Ireland.
Hugh Reilly inherited his interest in Ireland 
from his father. Upon his death in 2004, 
Robert Reilly left his son an unfinished 
book called “The Social History of the Irish 
Pub.” After reading through his father’s 
research, Hugh Reilly says he was inspired 
to work on his current project.
Hugh Reilly’s book, “Drinking with 
My Father’s Ghost,” intertwines his 
relationship with his father with extensive 
research on Irish pub culture as Hugh 
Reilly retraces his father’s journeys 
through Ireland. Hugh Reilly’s book 
awaits publication.
Robert Reilly award honors outstanding 
School of Communication professors
UNO identity evolves in the 1990s
By Kayleigh Oxford and Ravyn Daniel
T he 1990s were a transformative decade for the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO).
Throughout the decade, students and 
community members viewed UNO as a 
commuter campus and often overlooked 
the school when deciding which university         
to attend.
“UNO was not the first choice of even Omaha 
area students,” says Chris Allen, Ph.D., 
professor and general manager of 
UNO Television. 
With no on-campus housing, students used 
UNO to further their educations while 
working. This dynamic supported a culture 
of non-traditional students.
Shereen Bingham, Ph.D., came to UNO in 
1988 when she was 30 years old. Many of her 
students were not much younger.
“The average age [of students] was 27 when 
I was hired,” Bingham says. “There was a 
picture of me in The Gateway where I was 
helping a student, and it looked like they 
were the teacher and I was the student.”
In addition to the difference in the student body, 
UNO’s brand was undefined in the 1990s.
 
Allen came to UNO in 1996 and noticed the 
university lacked a specific identity. By the end 
of the 1990s, Allen saw this identity emerge 
when a new chancellor, Nancy Belk, came 
to UNO. 
“[Belk] identified UNO as a metropolitan 
university of distinction,” Allen says. “She 
gave us the three overarching goals: student-
centered, academic excellence, and community 
engagement. And you could almost hear it click 
on campus like, ‘Oh, we have a mission.’”
Now, UNO embodies its identity and 
mission proudly.
“We were just that university on Dodge Street,” 
Allen says. “Now, we are Omaha’s university 
because our students are out there, our faculty 
are out there, our staff are out there and 
working in the community with food banks, 
urban agriculture and small businesses. It has so 
much increased what this university means.”  
Shereen Bingham, Ph.D., has taught communication courses 
at UNO since 1988. Photo submitted.
Robert Reilly passed down his love of Irish history to his son Hugh Reilly, 
who leads summer trips to Ireland every other year. Photo submitted.
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UNO throughout the years: 2000s
Photo courtesy of University Communications.
Dave Ogden, Ph.D., Hugh Reilly, Barb Pickering, Ph.D., join the faculty.
2000 Warren Francke, Ph.D., retires after a 35-year tenure at 
UNO and serving as the graduate department chair in the early 1990s. 
Otto Bauer, Ph.D., and Duane Aschenbrenner also retire.
A new media sequence becomes part of broadcasting. New courses 
include: Video Media Projects, Computer-mediated Communication 
and Media Writing.
Adam Tyma, Ph.D., joins the School of Communication as assistant 
professor, teaching courses in visual communication. He will later 
head the graduate program.
Assistant Professor Emeritus Dennis Fus retires from the School of 
Communication after 40 years.
2008 School of Communication Professor Michael Hilt, Ph.D., is 
promoted to assistant dean after serving as interim general manager 
of KVNO-FM and UNO Television. 
2007 The school is recognized with the Strategic Planning 
Award for Academic Excellence for more than 650 faculty 
publications, the Speech Center and collaborations in areas of 
Service-Learning, First Year Experience program and 
Information Science and Technology.
UNO PRSSA, under the leadership of Professor Karen Weber, takes 
first place honors in a national competition for university and 
community service.
Paige Toller, Ph.D., is hired and later becomes assistant director for 
the School of Communication.
2005 The School of Communication, headed by Jeremy 
Lipschultz, Ph.D., joins new College of Communication, Fine Arts and 
Media under interim Dean Robert Welk. The new college combines the 
School of Communication with the College of Fine Arts, KVNO/UNO 
KYNE-TV and the departments of art and art history, music, theater 
and writer’s workshop.
From 2004-2005, the School of Communication is 
a campus leader in pioneering American Democracy Project 
work. Projects include development of two student news blogs, 
presentation of two Debate Watch meetings, creation of non-native 
public speaking courses, and production of election newscasts, 
including a one-hour live election night special report. Barbara 
Pickering’s commitment to encouraging civic engagement, begun in 
Speech 2120, is also found in the dual-level course in 
Political Communication.
2004 The School of Communication is approved under 
leadership of Dr. Deborah Smith-Howell.
2003 Led by Allen, students launch a live half-hour newscast 
on the Knowledge Network (Cox channel 17). It is also streamed live 
on the web.
2002 A new student group is formed as a chapter of the 
National Broadcasting Society advised by Chris Allen, Ph.D.
2001 The Communication Department is selected as one of 
13 academic priorities. Initial planning begins to create a School of 
Communication, which would include community outreach and 
research components. 
Dr. Gail F. Baker becomes dean of CFAM.
Jeremy Lipschultz, Ph.D. becomes the first School of 
Communication director.
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Syrek shapes MavForensics 
legacy at UNO
By Abbie Perry
F ive state championships, 10 years ranked in the top 10 nationally and seven national champions 
put MavForensics, the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha’s (UNO) speech 
team, on the map. 
The small but mighty MavForensics 
team has been led to success since 2006 
under the tutelage of Abbie Syrek, 
director of forensics and lecturer 
at UNO.
Syrek attended UNO as an 
undergraduate student from 2000 to 
2004, where she brought home a state 
championship in prose interpretation her 
senior year. 
Although she says she never planned to 
coach forensics, Syrek returned to UNO 
in 2006 after completing her master’s 
degree at Kansas State University. As the 
new head coach, Syrek rebuilt the culture 
of MavForensics through determination, 
administrative support and heart. 
“It’s really about building a community, 
a sense of shared identity and a spirit to 
achieve something great,” Syrek says. 
She attributes the team’s success to the 
hungry, creative and academic spirit of 
the MavForensics students. Students 
from across the country come to UNO 
to compete for MavForensics and work 
under Syrek’s guidance.
“Abbie is the most encouraging and 
empowering person in our lives,” 
says Katiana Fischer, senior on the 
2018 MavForensics team. “She is 
unwaveringly dedicated to our success.”
Toller contributes to growth as School of 
Communication assistant director
By Kelsey Woodson
I n fall 2006, Paige Toller, Ph.D., was excited to join the School of Communication as an assistant 
professor teaching Interpersonal 
Communication, Small Group 
Communication and Leadership,          
she says.
When Toller arrived at UNO, she says 
her colleagues were welcoming and 
encouraging. Toller credits the hard 
work of professors for the many awards 
won by her colleagues, including a 2009 
university-wide departmental 
teaching award. 
To receive the honor, Toller and other 
professors competed against instructors 
at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, University of Nebraska at 
Kearney and University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln.
“Winning the university wide teaching 
award was so meaningful,”Toller says. 
“While our students and alumni
know that our faculty are outstanding, 
receiving this recognition lets others 
know how truly exceptional the School 
of Communication is.”  
Since 2014, Toller has served as 
assistant director of the School of 
Communication. During her tenure, she 
says the communication studies degree 
has grown. Since 2011, the major has 
increased from around 35 to about 140 
declared majors in 2019. 
“The increase in our number of majors is 
remarkable,” Toller says. “It’s really been 
a team effort and it’s very gratifying to 
see the numbers pick up.” 
Toller says she looks forward to seeing 
the school’s growth. 
“I am very excited about the future of 
the school,” Toller says. “In addition to 
the amazing work that my colleagues 
are currently doing, we will bring in five 
new faculty next fall. With new people 
come new ideas and initiatives.”
Paige Toller, Ph.D., oversees growth in the communication studies major as 
assistant director of the School of Communication. Photo courtesy of
University Communications.
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Abbie Syrek, director of Forensics and alumna came back to UNO to lead 
MavForensics to many successes. Photo by Rebecca Gratz.
Lipschultz traces evolution of the School 
of Communication  
By Adam Abou-Nasr and San Juana Paramo 
Jeremy Harris Lipschultz, Ph.D., an Isaacson professor in the University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Social Media Lab, witnessed first-hand 
the technological evolution of the UNO 
School of Communication. 
Lipschultz, the 2017 AIM Institute 
Educator of the Year recipient, was the 
School of Communication’s founding 
assistant director from March to July 
2004 and was elected to three terms as 
director from July 2004 to June 2013.  
 
“When Graduate Dean Deborah Smith-
Howell was department chair before 
me, the proposal to create the School 
of Communication moved forward,” 
Lipschultz says. “My work was 
focused on establishing the school as a 
powerhouse for the future.” 
 
Lipschultz arrived at UNO in 1989 after 
completing his doctorate from Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale to find 
himself one of the few professors capable 
of using the department’s only computer, he 
says. Today, Lipschultz pushes technology 
as a foundational communication skill. 
 
“New communication technologies have 
moved to the center of JMC and CMST 
curriculum,” he says. “At the same time, 
we balance the liberal arts and 
critical thinking.” 
 
New technology still filters through 
Lipschultz and the UNO Social Media Lab 
before reaching the rest of the university. 
 
“Much of the instructional technologies, 
such as Canvas, are now university-wide 
initiatives,” he says. 
“At the beginning, we had a lot of freedom 
to experiment with various tools. We use 
this entrepreneurial model within the UNO 
Social Media Lab, as these social media 
measurement and management tools are 
more specialized,” he says.
Jeremy Harris Lipschultz, Ph.D., in 1989 was one of the few professors, at the 
time, who knew how to use a computer. 
Photo courtesy of the School of Communication.
Townley credits writing passion for career inspiration
By Adam Abou-Nasr and Kathryn Nizzi 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 2002 alumna Wendy Townley’s passion for storytelling paved the 
way for her career as a journalist and adjunct 
instructor at UNO.
 
From her first semester as an undergraduate, 
she says she wanted to be involved in the 
student newspaper, The Gateway. Students 
dedicated hours to making The Gateway a 
quality paper, Townley says.
 
“It’s so wonderful at UNO that The Gateway 
has the autonomy that it does,” she says. 
She appreciates that The Gateway doubles as 
a training ground for new storytellers and a 
watchdog for the university.
Townley found herself back at UNO when 
she was ready for a change, in 2007. She 
worked toward her master’s degree and 
took a position in the public relations office 
where she launched UNO’s social 
media presence.
 
“We were looking at what everyone else was 
doing in terms of social media use and said, 
‘well, let’s try it,” she says. “If it doesn’t 
work, we didn’t break anything.’”
 
Townley soon found herself teaching a 
small, new online journalism class. That 
class grew into required class Media 
Storytelling I, which Townley still teaches 
with two other professors. She says she 
passes on firsthand digital media experience 
to her students.
 
“With traditional legacy media, the day 
ended when the paper hit your front step,” 
she says. “Now it never stops. If you want 
to get into this profession, you have to be so 
dedicated because there is no downtime.”
Wendy Townley serves as executive director of the Omaha Public 
Library Foundation and as an adjunct professor for the School of 
Communication. Photo submitted.
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Tyma communicates goals of 
graduate program
By Adam Abou-Nasr
T he school of communication graduate program celebrates five years under Adam Tyma, Ph.D., 
in fall of 2019.
Tyma credits his chair predecessor 
Barbara Pickering, Ph.D., with the 
creation of a program that reflects the 
“new realities of the disciplines,” but 
he’s grown the program since.
“When I took over in fall 2014,” he 
says, “I picked up where she left off, 
worked to create a balanced program 
across both options, expand our reach 
into different markets in the region and 
develop our new graduate certificate in 
communication with the rest of 
the faculty.”
Students choose between a thesis or a 
project, and Tyma advises one or two 
students each year. Most students, Tyma 
says, apply for one of three reasons: to 
advance their careers, to move on to 
a Ph.D. program, or to answer tough 
questions through graduate work.
Graduate student Borin Chep adds a 
fourth: the faculty.
“The semester before graduation, I 
was in Dr. Tyma’s Intro to Visual 
Communication course,” Chep says. 
“It sparked an interest in analyzing 
communication through a critical lens.”
Chep found new ways of thinking 
in graduate classes. In the graduate 
assistant program, Chep’s closeness to 
other faculty helped him decide on a 
future as an instructor.
“I would argue that we have some of the 
best faculty in the academy here,” Tyma 
says. “And they have found that perfect 
balance between the theory that we study 
and the application of those theories 
to our everyday personal and 
professional lives.”
Tyma exudes genuine care for his 
students, an important quality for the 
graduate program chair, Chep says. 
“When he is in his office, he will 
normally have a pot of coffee brewing 
and welcomes any questions or small 
moments to decompress,” Chep says. 
“He excels at listening to students and 
providing a solution to the myriad of 
problems that we encounter through the program.”
Tyma currently works to expand the program both inward 
and outward. He wants to grow the nationwide list of 
Ph.D. programs with UNO graduates and works with a 
marketing team in the UNO Graduate Studies department 
to develop outreach strategies for recruitment.
“At the end of the day, I just want to leave the place in 
better shape than when I moved in,” he says.
The Gateway opened doors for current guardian 
 By Adam Abou-Nasr 
J osie Loza Wells, manager of student publications for UNO, spun her undergraduate experience 
at The Gateway into a career at the 
forefront of digital journalism.
 
“I wrote compelling editorials, uplifting 
human-interest pieces, lighthearted 
features and, of course, breaking campus 
news,” Loza Wells says of her time at 
The Gateway.
 
Loza Wells was a “People Reporter” 
at the Omaha World-Herald, she says. 
She turned obituary assignments into 
heartfelt tributes. She and her Blackberry 
cellphone launched a nightlife column 
while other reporters were stuck late at 
the office. She turned Momaha.com into 
a thriving family community.
 
“You want to write with passion,” she 
says. “You want to be able to write 
with authority.”
Her passion brought her back home to 
UNO and The Gateway in 2015. She 
guides student journalists as they print 
and publish online editions.
 
“I’m a longtime fan of The Gateway,” she 
says. “I mean, this is where I grew up.”
Adam Tyma, Ph.D., chair of the School of Communication graduate program, 
presents awards at the 2018 alumni reception. Photo by Dafnis Delgado.
Josie Loza Wells graduated UNO in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism and currently pursues her master’s degree in communication. She 
was also the 2008 Rising Star honoree. Photo submitted.
UNO throughout the years: 2010s
Photo by Hayley Jurek.
Dave Ogden, Ph.D., retires after 15 years teaching in the School of 
Communication. Teresa Lamsam, Ph.D., also retires. 
The “School of Communication Presents” replaces “Communication 
Week” as a forum for academic school year events and opportunities 
for students.
2016 MavForensics team finishes in the top five in the nation 
and is the top team in Nebraska for the third year in a row.
2012-2013 curriculum revisions culminate with new 
School of Communication divisions: Communication Studies and 
Media Communication.
The School of Communication and International Studies earns a 
second grant to work with Afghanistan educators. The $2 million 
grant from USAID contracted through FH1-360 provides for faculty to 
partner with Kabul University and begin work with Balkh University.
Chris Allen, Ph.D., is named general manager for UNO Television. 
The Gateway staff wins first place for General News Reporting – 
Society of Professional Journalists Region 7 Mark of Excellence 
Awards for “Fire Erupts in Residence Hall.”
2015 Robert Carlson, Ph.D., and Mike Sherer, Ph.D., retire.
Professors Cameron Logsdon and Abbie Syrek, MavForensics 
director, and Catie Zaleski, an undergraduate competitor, spend 
10 days at Xi’an Jiaotong University in China teaching 
public speaking.
The Gateway celebrates 100 years of delivering news to campus.
Jeremy Lipschultz, Ph.D., spearheads the UNO School of 
Communication social media. The UNO Social Media Lab takes 
residence in the Barbara Weitz Community Engagement Center.
2014 Professor Hugh Reilly becomes the interim director for 
the School of Communication. Paige Toller, Ph.D., becomes assistant 
director and Adam Tyma, Ph.D., is the new graduate director.
Chris Allen, Ph.D., Sherrie Wilson, Ph.D. and Professor Hugh Reilly 
and two instructors from UNO TV, Gary Repair and Mark Dail 
spend two weeks in New Deli, India as a part of grant fulfillment.
Chris Allen, Ph.D., returns to UNO following a Fulbright Award to teach 
in Oman.
2017 Radio and television students win an unprecedented 10 
awards from The Broadcast Education Association.
Roma Subramanian, Ph.D. and Andrea Weare, Ph.D., join the 
School of Communication.
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Chao uses research to best 
teach her students 
By Erin Welsh
School of Communication associate professor Joy Chao, Ph.D., says her favorite thing about the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) is its student-
centeredness, which has allowed her to 
grow as an instructor. 
She benefits from 
the “teaching 
circle” and how 
students’ thoughts 
encourage her 
to improve 
her teaching 
skills. Her 
communication 
classes emphasize 
discussion and 
collaboration.
“Sometimes you 
get inspired by students and feel touched,” 
Chao says. 
One way Chao improves her teaching 
skills is through research. For her, 
constant research is crucial to increase 
her knowledge. The more she conducts 
research, the more she can share real-life 
examples and findings with her students, 
she says.
“Dr. Chao exemplifies 
the educator I aspire 
to be,” says Kristina 
Medero, 2019 School 
of Communication 
Outstanding Graduate 
Student. “Her passion 
for her work and 
investment in her 
students is 
awe-inspiring.”
Chao came to UNO in 
2009. Her doctorate 
is in intercultural 
communication, organizational 
communication and leadership. Before she 
came to UNO, she taught for four years at 
Bowling Green State University, where she 
received her Ph.D. 
“Dr. Chao exemplifies 
the educator I aspire to 
be. Her passion for her 
work and investment in 
her students is 
awe- inspiring.”
- Kristina Medero 
Joy Chao, Ph.D., associate professor, receives satisfaction from guiding her 
students through the research process. Photo submitted.
Hilt observes changes in digital communication
By Ameres Groves
University of Nebraska at Omaha Coordinator of Music Outreach and Recruitment Adam Hilt 
has found his way back to the School of 
Communication at UNO.
Hilt received his bachelor’s from UNO 
in broadcast journalism in 2013. He is 
currently pursuing a master’s 
in communication.
After graduation, Hilt worked for KMTV 
for a little over five years. 
“I didn’t necessarily know that I 
wanted to pursue a master’s degree in 
communication,” Hilt says.
“Although, my interest in studying 
communication and its intricacies is what 
drew me back to communication as a 
graduate student,” he says.
Hilt has been around long enough to 
identify the technological advancements 
that have altered the way 
people communicate.
“To go from dial-up internet growing 
up to the birth of different social media 
platforms has drastically changed how 
we communicate,” he says. “It’s a whole 
different way of communication.”
He says the approach to studying 
communication has changed because 
of the influence of social 
media, specifically.
“We’re not only having to study how 
people interact with each other when 
they’re in the same room,” Hilt says, “but 
also when they’re a million miles apart.” 
 
Adam Hilt serves UNO as Coordinator of Music Outreach and Recruitment. He is 
currently pursuing a master’s in communication. Photo submitted.
2010s
School of Communication graduate works at 
UNO while pursuing community theater   
By Melissa Iniguez
After taking public relations and advertising courses at the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha, Brendan Brown knew 
he wanted to work at the University 
Communications office. 
A 2016 UNO graduate, Brown is a 
communications associate for University 
Communications. He says he decided 
to work at UNO because of his positive 
student experience. 
“I’m glad I stayed at UNO,” Brown says. 
“It was big enough where I could make 
an impact and not feel like just 
a number.” 
Brown impacted others, particularly 
incoming Thompson Learning 
Community scholars. He was a peer 
mentor and participated in Theta Chi 
Fraternity, UNO Student Government 
and Lambda Pi Eta Honor Society. 
In 2015, he was a member of UNO’s 
homecoming court. Although he did not 
win king, he was happy to participate in 
the court.
“It was the year before it became gender-
neutral and changed to homecoming 
royalty,” Brown says. “I didn’t win in 
high school, so I didn’t expect to be part 
of the court.”
Now he assists the UNO communications 
office with projects such as writing 
articles and promoting events. His 
next career goal is to be part of the 
entertainment industry. 
Brown, who is involved in community 
theater, dreams of becoming an actor. 
With his communication background, 
he says UNO has provided him with the 
confidence to become an entertainer.
 
Davidson continues to build 
Speech Center
By Daylee Olson 
Lecturer Marlina Davidson decided to make the University of Nebraska at Omaha Speech Center 
her home away from home. 
A Council Bluffs native, Davidson 
completed her bachelor’s degree at 
Northwest Missouri State University. 
When her professor, a UNO alumnus, 
encouraged her to consider UNO for 
graduate school, she never turned back. 
Davidson helped start the consulting 
portion of the UNO Speech Center 
as a communication studies graduate 
assistant. She says she fell in love with 
the university, department and faculty. 
Davidson knew she wanted to continue as 
a Maverick. 
“I was lucky enough that a position 
became available,” Davidson says. “I 
love the community at UNO.” 
Davidson was a key asset to the 
Speech Center from the beginning 
and continues to help students develop 
their speech skills, says Paige Toller, 
Ph.D., assistant director of the School of 
Communication.
“It is really neat to see how the Speech 
Center has progressed over the past 
decade,” Davidson says. 
Davidson continues her work as a student 
as she pursues her doctoral degree. 
“I love being in the classroom,” 
Davidson says. “Not only in front of the 
classroom, but also as a student.”  
Brendan Brown, communications associate for University Communications, 
graduated from UNO in 2016 and credits the university for developing his 
communication skills. Photo submitted.
Marlina Davidson teaches public speaking at UNO and helps students improve 
their skills through the Speech Center. Photo submitted.
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Dean Hilt impacts School of Communication 
growth and development
By Kelsey Woodson
Dean Michael Hilt came to the University of Nebraska at Omaha in 1988, but he didn’t always have the 
title of dean. 
Hilt started as a professor in the 
communication department, which became 
the School of Communication in 2004. 
Broadcasting was 
his specialty as he 
worked his 
way through 
the department.
In 2007, Hilt 
became the 
assistant dean of 
the College of 
Communication, 
Fine Arts and 
Media. In July 
2018, he became 
the CFAM dean. 
Hilt is also the 
general manager 
of Classical 
90.7 KVNO.
“The thing that attracted me to the position in 
’88 remains the same today, and that’s how 
actively involved the faculty are with the 
students in the program,” Hilt says. 
Hilt’s impact on the School of Communication 
can be seen in the Omaha News television 
program, which began as an output from 
broadcast journalism 
courses. He has been 
involved with UNO TV 
since 1988. 
UNO TV provides local 
programing for The 
Knowledge Network 
of Greater Omaha, a 
nonprofit designed to 
provide educational 
services through local 
broadcast and cable. In 
September 2018, UNO 
Television dedicated its 
new 4K studio. 
Hilt also played a 
vital role in campus development. When the 
Hilt works on the UNO television studio with colleagues in the 1980s. Photo submitted.
School of Communication transitioned from a 
department to a school, he says it was a unified 
faculty decision. 
Hilt was a driving force in coordination, 
growth and development of the internship 
program, seeing it as an integral part of 
student education.
As the School of Communication has evolved, 
so has the news field. Hilt says he is excited 
for the future of journalism.
“We need to keep our eye on the mantra of 
how it’s always been done, but still look for 
new ways things need to be communicated 
now,” Hilt says. “We need to change how 
we operate.”
Hilt says he has thoroughly enjoyed his time 
as the dean of CFAM. 
“I believe in UNO, and I believe in the 
School of Communication, faculty, staff and 
students,” Hilt says. “When I say that it’s an 
honor to be the dean of the college, I mean it.”
Dean Michael Hilt leads the College of Communication, Fine Arts and Media. 
Photo by Kelsey Woodson.
“I believe in UNO, and I 
believe in the School of 
Communication, faculty, 
staff and students. When 
I say that it’s an honor 
to be the dean of the 
college, I mean it.”
- Dean Michael Hilt, Ph.D.
Top Students
Hayley Jurek works toward her master’s degree at UNO while 
pursuing her passion for photography. Photo by Naomi Yanike.
Hayley Jurek, the 2019 School of Communication Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant, loves working 
with students to help them accomplish what 
they originally think may be too difficult or 
complicated, she says.
“UNO has always given me lots of opportunities 
to grow,” Jurek says. “I believe that college is 
what you make of it, and I always take advantage 
of opportunities that will give me 
different experiences.”
While Jurek is proud of her accomplished work 
inside the classroom, she also takes pride in her 
other passion: photography.
Jurek says: “Both of my parents are very 
creative people. My mom is an artist, so I grew 
up watching her draw, paint, and follow her 
creative passions. When I got to high school, 
she encouraged me to take some art classes. I 
enrolled in a photography/graphic design class 
and discovered my love for photography.”
Jurek finds many rewards from teaching students 
to be passionate about their work, as well as from 
Outstanding Graduate Teaching 
Assistant is picture of program values
By Kathryn Carnes
Outstanding Graduate Student pursues doctorate
By Adam Abou-Nasr
Kristina Medero, the 2019 School of Communication Outstanding Graduate Student, applied to only one master’s 
program in the country.
“After two years of volunteer coaching for the 
MavForensics team under the leadership of Abbie 
Syrek,” Medero says. “I became engulfed in the 
positive culture of the School of Communication. 
Once I realized I wanted to return to academia, 
UNO was the obvious choice.”
Medero says she wanted to use her degree 
in health sciences from Western Kentucky 
University to help people around the world. She 
now spends summers in Cape Town, South Africa 
teaching health education.
“My education at UNO has empowered me to 
be a better teacher and leader,” Medero says. “I 
deeply understand the nuances of word choice 
and message delivery when aiming to increase
health literacy.”
Medero praises School of Communication 
professors for their impact on her, but her own 
impact is felt throughout the community. 
She continued to coach MavForensics for 
two award-winning years and advocates for 
community service. Medero is also UNO’s 
instructor of record for Argumentation 
and Debate.
“I learned the value of student-centeredness 
and how to reach students on their individual 
levels,” Medero says. 
“As a first-generation college student myself, 
I understand how difficult university can be 
without someone to provide guidance,” 
she says.
Medero says she is grateful for her School of 
Communication award. She starts the Ohio 
State University Ph.D. communication program 
this fall.
persevering through her own passions.
“The reward is helping people feel more 
confident,” Jurek says. “I feel like I have many 
different interests and potential career paths, 
and I’ve been slowly narrowing it down to 
what I enjoy doing the most.”
Among the graduate student 
awards are Jessica Walker, Top 
Project award recipient, and 
MaryLee Moulton, Top Thesis 
award recipient. Information 
for a story for each was not 
available at the time this 
publication was finalized.
School of Communication 
alumni, faculty, staff 
and students attended 
the 64th annual 
Communication Awards 
Reception on April 
12 at the Milo Bail         
Student Center.
Kristina Medero, Outstanding Graduate Student, will pursue 
her Ph.D. in communication at Ohio State in fall 2019. 
Photo by Kelsey Woodson.
“This award is representative of my desire 
to always go beyond expectations and help 
in crafting a culture of positivity,” 
Medero says.
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Outstanding CMST Undergraduate Student freelances, too
By Ravyn Daniel
Elizabeth “E.Beth” Bauman works as a freelance photographer and 
a freelance writer for the Air Force newspaper at Offutt and the Omaha 
World-Herald. Photo submitted.
J urge Cruz-Alvarez, the 2019 School of Communication Outstanding Journalism and Media 
Communication Undergraduate Student, 
contributes to campus communication as 
UNO’s Social Media Lab technician and 
UNO TV reporter.
Cruz-Alvarez developed an interest in 
social media when he took Social Media 
Measurement and Management in fall 
2017. Around that time, he became social 
media editor for “Irrational Passions,” a 
digital video games publication.
“It was these two experiences that sparked 
my interest in digital and social media,” 
he says.
By Juli Oberlander
Outstanding JMC Undergraduate Student credits UNO for social 
media experience
Jurge Cruz-Alvarez builds his social media skills through his work 
for the UNO Social Media Lab and “Irrational Passions.”
Photo submitted.
Cruz-Alvarez says he enjoys his social 
media connections.
“Some of my closest friends and even 
some opportunities sprang from a social 
media interaction,” he says. 
After graduation, Cruz-Alvarez wants to 
work in video game marketing. He says 
UNO has prepared him for his future.
“UNO has provided me with so many 
valuable resources and everything I could 
have ever hoped for to develop my digital 
media skills,” he says.
“A fter enrolling and seeing how the communication professors were so interested in both the 
personal life and success of their students, 
I knew I had to be here,” says Elizabeth 
“E.Beth” Bauman, the 2019 School of 
Communication Outstanding Communication 
Studies Undergraduate.
Bauman entered the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha in fall 2015 
with her sights set on 
elementary education 
but realized her thirst 
to write and speak 
full-time could not be 
quenched. After a few 
communication classes, 
she changed her major.
She embraced her love to write with UNO’s 
on-campus newspaper, The Gateway, 
becoming the chief copy editor from 
2017–2018. Now, Bauman serves as a student 
representative on the publications board for 
The Gateway.
In addition to her academic writing on 
campus, Bauman has served as a freelance 
photographer and a freelance writer for both 
the Air Force newspaper at Offutt and the 
Omaha World-Herald, where she also 
served as a reporter and copywriting intern.
She credits her success to her professors 
and her courses.
“The quality of education that UNO offers 
their students is unrivaled, especially for 
a public university,” Bauman says. “The 
trajectory upon which my professional 
career is built was directly impacted by my 
journalism writing professor, 
Mike Whye.”
Whye’s recommendations and 
connections are what landed 
Bauman a spot in freelance 
writing 
and photography.
Bauman is still searching for her next big 
opportunity after graduation this May, but 
she is confident in finding a position that is 
right for her.
“In the heart of Omaha, students have 
access to quality resources all around us,” 
Bauman says. “For me, it was access to the 
biggest (and arguably best, although I may 
be biased) newspaper in Nebraska, and 
not many other colleges can say they have 
these kinds of opportunities.”
“...I knew I had 
to be here.”
- Elizabeth “E.
Beth” Bauman
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Scholarships and Awards
Awards and scholarships were presented to outstanding students, alumni and communication professionals at the annual Communication Awards Reception on April 12 to celebrate accomplishments of students and faculty during the past year. In addition to 2019 
scholarship recipients on this page, awards were presented to:
Albers Communications Group UNO Scholarship
Fred and Mary Jo Peterson 
Communication Scholarship
Allwine Forensics Scholarship
Gunnar Horn Talent Scholarship
Hartman Memorial Talent Scholarship
Hugh P. & Juliette L. Cowdin Communication 
Scholarship
Joe Henry Baker Memorial Scholarship
Kim Jones Passion Scholarship
Marcus Family Scholarship
O.P.C. Floyd Kalber Scholarship
O.P.C. James Denney Scholarship
O.P.C. Panko Roberts/President’s Memorial 
Scholarship
O.P.C. Paul N. Williams Scholarship
Paisley Family Scholarship
Paul & Fern Borge Communications 
Scholarship
PRSA Nebraska Scholarship
Sue Francke Memorial Scholarship
Raf Czarnecki Legacy Scholarship
Virginia Allen McIntire Scholarship
Benjamin Addison, Hanna Stock Kamrin Baker
Okina Tran
Harrison Popp
Leta Lohrmeyer
Madison Kleinschmit
Okina Tran
Kamrin Baker
Mikayla Dyell
Maria Holloway, Courtney Klaasmeyer, Alyse 
Mancino, Ulises Orozco, Brianna Price, Hanna 
Stock, Journee Trimble
Ameres Groves, Thomas Martinez, Sarah Maul, 
Maria Mendes-Pinto, Megan Ojeda, Chloé Romero
Delaney Rannals
Bria Gilmore, Sophie Ridder
Bria Gilmore
Jadyn Johnson
James Carroll
Kylie Squiers
Ana Bellinghausen
Anna Rodriguez
Rising Star
Anthony Flott
Director of Communications, UNO Alumni Engagement
Tunnette Powell
Author, Ph.D. candidate and program director of UCLA
Parent Project, University of California, Los Angeles
Dave Ogden 
Author, Professor Emeritus, UNO School of Communication
Alumni Achievement
Lifetime Achievement
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universities and continue providing 
guidance on instruction.  
Communication 
studies programs 
are uncommon 
in Afghanistan 
and surrounding 
countries. Allen 
says despite that 
challenge, the 
faculty were 
excited about the 
collaboration and 
the potential that 
speech communication programs had for 
their students. 
Allen says he and the faculty valued 
the experience and vowed to continue 
providing help to the Afghan 
universities when needed.  
“We’ve made a pledge to them that even 
though the grant is over, we will be 
available to them as they begin to teach 
these classes,” Allen says.
News Briefs
School of Communication completes collaboration with 
Afghan universities
By Journee Trimble
School of Communication faculty traveled to Dubai in September 
2018, marking the 
end of a three-
year collaboration 
between UNO and 
two universities 
in Afghanistan. 
The project began 
in 2016 when 
UNO received a 
$2 million grant 
from the United 
States Agency for International 
Development to help establish speech 
communication programs at Balkh 
University and Kabul University. 
Faculty took a total of five trips 
abroad to lead conferences with the 
instructors from Afghanistan. Chris 
Allen, Ph.D., UNO professor and 
coordinator of the grant, says the 
focus of the final conference in Dubai 
was to finalize curriculum for the two 
Andrea Weare, Ph.D., Ana Cruz, Sher Jan Ahmadzai, Cameron Logsdon and Chris Allen, 
Ph.D., pose in the United Arab Emirates desert area. UNO faculty were in Dubai to meet 
with their Afghan colleagues. Photo by Soraya Rahmanzai.
U NO Television recently received a grant of more than $140,000 for studio updates. Dedicated on Sept. 14, the studio includes a conversion to 4K HDTV.
The grant was funded by the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association, The Knowledge Network (a consortium of five 
Omaha schools), and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 
Chris Allen, Ph.D., general manager of UNO Television and 
professor in the School of Communication, says the updates 
include 4K studio cameras that allow students to produce 
programs in high definition instead of standard definition. 
  
Allen says the conversion, which cost about $130,000, 
was necessary.  
 
“All of the equipment we had was ancient,” Allen says. “The 
cameras were older than most of the students.”
Allen says the new cameras will help students learn and aid 
in recruitment.
“We can tell students, ‘You can use this equipment,’” Allen 
says. “I hope that will be attractive to prospective students.”
UNO Television updates new 4K studio
By Juli Oberlander
Chris Allen, Ph.D., introduces the UNO Television studio updates at the ribbon-cutting ceremony on Sept. 14.
Photo by Kelsey Woodson. 
For his work in Afghanistan, Chris Allen, Ph.D., 
was selected as one of the two inaugural recipients of 
the UNO Faculty Excellence in Global Engagement 
Award for 2019. Allen was selected based on 
outstanding global engagement through teaching, 
research and service activities.
“...even though the 
grant is over, we 
will be available to 
them as they 
teach classes.”
- Chris Allen, Ph.D.
Cameron Logsdon, UNO instructor and regional comedian, performed on stage at Comedy Night, Sept. 
19. Logsdon also coordinated the event. Photo by Jennifer Sotelo.
“School of Communication Presents” initiative delivers events
By Megan Lockard
D uring the fall 2018 semester, several events were held aimed toward involving, entertaining and educating students under the banner of “School of Communication Presents.”
The first event was Comedy Night, which was held on Sept. 19 in the 
Milo Bail Student Center. The free event featured nationally-known 
comedian Matthew Broussard, who has been featured on “Comedy 
Central” as well as “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon.” 
Other comedians included UNO School of Communication instructor 
Cameron Logsdon. 
Student Involvement Day was held on Sept. 25 in Arts and Sciences 
Hall to provide information about organizations within the School 
of Communication. 
Instructor Melodae Morris,APR, SHRM-SCP, School of
Communication marketing committee chairperson, says Comedy Night 
and College Radio Day, Oct. 5, planned by MavRadio was supported 
by  College of Communication, Fine Arts and Media 
Cultural Enrichment grants. 
Election Night was live coverage by student teams of the midterm 
elections on Nov. 6, included The Omaha News, MavRadio, Capstone 
Communication and the News Writing and Reporting class. Election 
Night coverage was featured on The Knowledge Network by Omaha 
News and online from the UNO Television Studio in CPACS. Student 
anchors interviewed political experts and commentators 
on-and-off campus. 
Emma Steeve, senior and Capstone Communication account executive 
for Election Night says: “This was a great experience for all students 
and faculty involved. Students got the chance to be involved with one 
another and work towards a common goal of reporting and 
sharing news.”
MavRadio hosts National College Radio Day concert, 
wins prestigious award
By Claire DeCoster
University of Nebraska at Omaha’s MavRadio hosted a live concert at the Milo Bail 
Student Center in conjunction with the 
National College Radio Day campaign 
on Oct. 5 with live performances by 
local musicians Grace Titus, State 
Disco and DJ GriG. 
The student-run radio station spent six 
months preparing for the inaugural 
event and won the prestigious Spirit of 
College Radio Award as a result. 
The event offered free food and 
entertainment, which was supported 
by a CFAM Cultural Enrichment grant. 
Jodeane Brownlee, lecturer and faculty 
adviser for MavRadio, says the goal 
of the event was to show the power of 
college radio and its voice in a 
changing society. 
“Our talent and our passion for good, 
solid, professional content doesn’t come 
with a dollar amount,” Brownlee says. “It 
comes from our hearts.” 
MavRadio is already brainstorming for 
the 2019 celebration of National College 
Radio Day, Brownlee says. 
MavRadio students won a national award in conjunction with the National College 
Radio Day campaign on Oct. 5. Back row left to right: Ben Phillips, Harrison Popp, 
Ben Helwig, Ryan Fitzgibbons, Owen Godberson, D.K.. Kellum, Matt Kirkle, Gabriel 
Escalera, Aaron Thomas, Phillip Lemen. Front row left to right: Gabby Kesterson, Anna 
Rodriguez, Morgan Wright and Shane Thomas. Photo by Jodeane Brownlee.
News Briefs
Emma Steeve, Capstone Communication account executive for Election Night, Nov. 6, works off camera 
(right) as she and other students participated in a coordinated effort for The Omaha News. 
Photo by Andrea Weare, Ph.D.
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School of Communication strengthens professional development
By Okina Tran
University of Nebraska at Omaha PRSSA, MaverickPR and Capstone Communication students made their presence known at the 
Public Relations Society of America Nebraska Gala 
by garnering 13 Paper Anvil awards that highlight         
their achievements.
Students involved in these groups received awards in 
the professional and student categories. Melodae Morris, 
APR, SHRM-SCP, School of Communication instructor 
and 2019 PRSA Nebraska president, says the Nebraska 
PRSA board members recognize young professionals 
are the future of innovation in public relations.
Karen Weber, lecturer and faculty adviser for UNO 
PRSSA and MaverickPR, echoed this statement in a 
presentation to her fellow faculty advisers at the PRSSA 
national conference in October. Weber says advisers 
should implement more community service projects in 
PRSSA chapters to amplify students’ character.
“I made a commitment that if I were going to advise 
any chapter, we would place an emphasis on community 
service,” Weber says. “I believe that students can learn 
so much about all the facets of public relations and 
marketing due to what they can learn by serving others.”
UNO’s PRSSA, MaverickPR and Capstone Communication garnered awards in the Professional and Student award 
categories at the gala. Photo by Philly Nevada.
Human Resource Association receives Superior Merit Award
By Kaitlin Mason
T he University of Nebraska at Omaha Human Resource Association has received the 2018 Superior Merit Award granted by The Society for Human Resource Management, the 
world’s largest HR professional society.
 
Mandy Boyle, former president of the HRA and School of 
Communication student, says the team was aiming for a lower award. 
They were pleasantly surprised when they received the
highest award possible and were recognized in the June 2018 SHRM 
Annual Conference and Exposition in Chicago. The team is confident it 
can win again this year.
School of Communication Instructor Melodae Morris, APR, SHRM-
SCP, says that while UNO HRA is run out of the College of Business 
Administration, it is an organization that communication students can 
join to help them prepare for careers in HR.
Boyle says she wants more communication students to become 
interested and join.
HRA student members (back row from left): Mandy Boyle, Joslyan Mosby, Cody McDaniel, Maritza 
Munoz, Katelyn Bollich, Alex Fagan and Jedidiah Heeren. Front row from left: Patricia Meglich, 
Ph.D., Paige Connole and Jennifer Grisso. Photo by Cassidy Conrad.
“Now that we are more recognized and people are learning more about 
HR on campus, we are hoping to recruit some more people,” 
Boyle says.
Faculty News
Miller leaves behind inspiring legacy
By Samantha Chaney
Holly Miller taught at the University of Nebraska at Omaha when the School of Communication was still a department 
and when public speaking first became a general 
education requirement.
“The first year I was teaching as a graduate 
student was when the Speech Center was 
founded,” Miller says. “That had an impact on 
me because it was such a wonderful tool for 
our students.”
Miller taught Argumentation and Debate, 
Business and Professions and Public Speaking 
Fundamentals. She was involved in Faculty 
Senate and was a faculty fellow. She was also 
actively involved in leading the Thompson 
Learning Community. 
“It was something I believed in so strongly,” 
Holly Miller sits in her office surrounded by family photos. Miller retires 
this year to spend more time with her grandchildren. 
Photo by Emily Petranick
Sherrie Wilson, Ph.D., a professor of 23 years in the School of Communication at the University of Nebraska at Omaha 
(UNO), retired at the end of 2018.
Wilson graduated from Northwestern College 
as a double major in journalism and English. 
She then received her masters and doctorate 
from the University of Minnesota. 
When she sought a job, UNO caught her eye.
“I was impressed by UNO and just that 
everybody seemed to be really friendly,” 
Wilson looks forward to family time
By Latéa Glenn
Rose imparts advice to students 
By San Juana Paramo
After teaching communication courses at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, Randy Rose, 
Ph.D., retired in December 2018. 
Rose originally planned to retire later 
at age 70 but decided to retire this year 
instead. Now he says he looks forward 
to spending time with family, especially 
his brothers. 
Rose received his bachelor’s degree from 
what is now Montana State University 
Billings in 1972, his master’s from the 
University of Montana in 1974 and his 
doctorate from Purdue University in 1977. 
Miller says. “All students should have 
these opportunities.”
Miller says communication education 
should increase.
“The need for communication competence 
will only grow as we increase the number of 
cultures that we interact with,” Miller says.
Miller retires in May 2019 to spend more 
time with her grandchildren. However, she 
says she will look back fondly on her time 
at UNO.   
“Helping guide and support students as 
they achieve their own goals is the essence 
of why I teach,” Miller says. “I will miss it 
so much.”
Randy Rose, Ph.D., and Sherrie Wilson, Ph.D., at their retirement party Feb. 14. 
Photo by Jeremy Lipschultz, Ph.D.
Wilson says. “Everybody seemed to get 
along with each other and was really kind 
to me.”
Wilson says her accomplishments 
include work within the curriculum, 
such as media writing and capstone 
communication classes. She also worked 
with the internship program.
Wilson was instrumental in the 
growth and expansion of the School of 
Communication High School Media 
Conference. In 2018, she received the Dr. 
As a member of the MSU Billings 
forensics team, Rose says his interest 
in communication grew. 
“Had I not been on the team, I probably 
wouldn’t be in communication,” 
Rose says. 
Aside from teaching and writing, 
Rose says he enjoys reading and is 
a hobbyist collector. His advice for 
students is to explore degree options. 
“Don’t force yourself into something 
that you’re not sure you’ll like,” Rose 
says. “Give yourself time to develop an 
interest in something.”
Sherrie Wilson Outstanding Service Award. The 
award will carry her name and recognize a high 
school media adviser annually at the conference.
She plans to move back to Minnesota to be 
near family.
“I really enjoyed my time at UNO,” Wilson says. 
“I’m going to miss it a lot, but I’m also looking 
forward to having more time to do the things I like 
and be with my family.”
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UNO’s award-winning PRSSA chapter offers professional 
development opportunities 
By Erin Welsh
UNO’s Public Relations Student Society of America chapter has earned many honors since its founding in 1984. 
Nationally recognized for its community service, UNO PRSSA won 
a 2018 F.H. Teahan Outstanding Regional Conference Award for Big 
Events in the Big O! The regional conference took place April 6-7, 
2018, on UNO’s campus and drew 80 attendees from 11 states.  
Students planned all event logistics and invited speakers from 
organizations such as the College World Series and Omaha Fashion 
Week. The conference also included agency tours and resume critiques 
from PRSA Nebraska members. 
“Not only did this event win a huge award,” says Kathryn Nizzi, UNO 
PRSSA president, “it really challenged each student who was involved 
in the process.” 
UNO PRSSA also raised $2,500 at the annual La Notte Italiana night 
in October. For the evening, students gathered donations from local 
restaurants to serve an authentic Italian dinner. Students generated 
money from ticket sales and silent auction items to benefit the chapter.  
Karen Weber, UNO PRSSA’s adviser, celebrates 20 years with UNO 
PRSSA this year.   
Nizzi says she is grateful for Weber’s guidance as she prepares to 
graduate in May 2019. 
“The only thing I can say to Karen, is thank you, thank you, thank 
you,” Nizzi says. 
M averickPR is a student-run public relations firm at the University of Nebraska at Omaha that offers professional experience to students.  
Currently, MavPR has 12 clients from campus, local and national 
organizations. The team of 18 students completes tactics in areas such 
as media outreach, event planning and web design.  
The firm’s clients are primarily nonprofits, but recently MavPR has 
taken on local businesses, including Bellezza Salon. For the Omaha 
hair salon, the team creates promotional videos, writes staff profiles 
and creates social media content.  
Each semester, MavPR students evaluate potential growth and propose 
a tactical plan to clients. Students also design new logos and help 
organizations with rebranding.  
The team also promotes the Genius of Warren Buffett (GOB) Executive 
MBA course, an investment training program taught biannually by Bob 
Miles for the UNO College of Business Administration.  
“Working on the GOB account is very rewarding,” says Juli 
Oberlander, chief operating officer of MavPR and GOB account 
executive. “Through social media outreach, we promote the course to 
people around the world.” 
Oberlander says her experience with MaverickPR has been invaluable.  
“I have gained so much experience working with MavPR,” Oberlander 
says. “I am very grateful for this opportunity.” 
MaverickPR has served clients since 2007 and is sponsored by the 
School of Communication. The firm is nationally affiliated with the 
Public Relations Student Society of America. 
MaverickPR provides real-world experiences for students
By Erin Welsh
PRSSA 2019 spring Executive Board members: Front row right to left: Daylee Olson, Makinzie Sketch, 
Kerrigan Flynn (alumna), Okina Tran, Sarah Elfering, Katie Elfering, Back row, right to left: Christian Rush 
(alumnus), Kathryn Nizzi, Ravyn Daniel, Emma Ryder and Andrew Schnitker. Not pictured: Emily Petranick 
and Abbie Perry. Photo submitted.
MavPR students front row from left to right: Juli Oberlander, Ben Matukewicz, Abbie Perry, Ameres 
Groves, Karen Weber (faculty adviser), Jake DiMauro and San Juana Paramo. Second row from left to right: 
Journee Trimble, Erin Welsh, Elizabeth Stormberg, Greg Staskiewicz, Philly Nevada and Kaitlin Mason. 
Back row from left to right: Andrew Schnitker and Dani Apperson. Not pictured: Brandon Cumpton, Erik 
Mauro, Ben Phillips and Jesse Schutz. Photo by Jesse Schutz.
Ad Club presents Best and Worst 
Super Bowl Commercials Panel
By Kamrin Baker
O n Feb. 5, the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s Ad Club hosted their third annual Best and 
Worst of the Super Bowl Commercials 
Panel through a UNO College of Fine Arts 
and Media cultural enrichment grant.
The event consisted of a short networking 
opportunity, followed by a panel of area 
advertising specialists who commented 
on what they believed to be the best and 
worst ads from this year’s Super Bowl.  
Ad Club spearheaded planning the event 
with students from the Public Relations 
Student Society of America, MavPR, 
MavRadio under the advisement of 
Andrea Weare, Ph.D., assistant professor. 
She says the student turnout, estimated at 
70 students, made this year’s event 
a success. 
“It is always hard to get students to stay at 
school after they have already had a long 
day in the classroom or at work, so running 
out of chairs was by far the best thing that 
could happen,” Daylee Olson, Ad Club 
president says. 
Ad Club is a student-run organization 
affiliated with the American Advertising 
Federation and the Omaha Federation of 
Advertising. It works to provide students 
with opportunities to improve their 
skills in marketing, communications 
and advertising through professional 
development opportunities with local ad 
industry experts.
“Talking about advertising is important 
because it is a part of our everyday life,” 
Olson says. “It is so important to be aware 
of a brand’s intentions. UNO students are 
the next generation with buying power, 
so it is important for them to be 
informed buyers.” 
MavForensics sweeps state – again
By Adam Abou-Nasr M avForensics won its fifth consecutive state championship at the Nebraska Intercollegiate Forensics Association’s 
annual state speech competition in February. The 
University of Nebraska at Omaha’s forensics team 
is one of four Nebraska teams ranked top-20 in            
the nation.
“We have one of the most competitive states in the 
country,” says Abbie Perry, MavForensics member. 
“That’s definitely something UNO should be 
proud of.”
Perry will represent Nebraska at the Interstate 
Oratorical Association Tournament, the oldest speech 
competition in the United States. Perry is the second 
UNO student in history to qualify all four years.
“It’s something that wouldn’t be possible without 
all the help that coaches and alumni have put in 
throughout all the years,” Perry says.
The forensics team will travel to Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, for the American Forensics Association’s 
national tournament hosted by the University of 
Alabama April 5–7. Perry will travel to the Interstate 
Oratory Tournament in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
April 27–28.
Ad Club’s Best and Worst of the Super Bowl Commercials Pannel event seats an 
estimated 70 students. Photo by Ravyn Daniel.
MavForensics students pose to celebrate their win. Back row from left to right: Ameres Groves, César Magaña Linares, Katherine 
Coonce, Nyamal Ruot, Sammy Burville, Chloé Romero and Abbie Perry. Front row from left to right: Maria Mendes Pinto, Addison 
Parr, Katiana Fischer, Megan Ojeda, Sarah Maul and Thomas Martinez. Photo by Cameron Logsdon.
Student Organizations
39
CARRY ON THE DECADE -- 
LONG TRADITION OF 
COMMUNICATION
Your generous gift to the School of Communication 
helps empower our students. Help us continue the proud 
past of communication advancements and achievements 
with a gift to the School of Communication today.
Give online at nufoundation.org/unocommunication
For more information, contact Stephen Driscoll at  
stephen.driscoll@nufoundation.org or 402-504-3333.
What are you doing? CommUNO wants to know!
The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, 
pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, 
marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment.
First Name        Last Name
 
When did you graduate from UNO?    Undergraduate and Graduate (circle) 
Provide a brief update of what you’ve been doing since graduation: 
Email Melodae Morris, CommUNO Adviser, at melodaemorris@unomaha.edu or mail to:
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Arts and Sciences Hall 107-T
6001 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE 68182-0112
Note: If you are going to be in the area (or already are) and would like to share your experience and expertise with 
students, the School of Communication would love to have you as a guest in its classrooms. Please contact us!
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local and global communities.
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